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Toledo’s Major Attractions
Sitting on a hill above the plains of Castilla-La Mancha, on the banks of the Tagus river,
Toledo, a city of three cultures; Arab, Jewish and Christian, and former home of El Greco;
painter, sculptor, architect, lies about an hour’s drive or a 33-minute train ride south Spain’s
capital and is a must see for anyone visiting Madrid.

Cathedral de Toledo
The enormous 13th-century Gothic Cathedral of Saint Mary of Toledo, Santa Iglesia
Catedral Primada, with it’s unique triforium arches, can best be seen in its entirely,
including the Chapter House, Choir, Treasury and Sacristy filled with El Grecos, plus a
Caravaggio, Van Dyck and Goya, by renting the excellent audio guide available in the
Museum gift shop across from the visitors’ entrance at the Puerta Llana, where one must
purchase the cathedral admission ticket. Open Monday-Saturday from 10:00 am to 6:00
pm. Open Sundays from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm, January 6, Epiphany, Easter week except
Monday and Wednesday (check hours). Closed January 1 and December 25. Check the
schedule for special opening hours. The complete tour, with audio guide is 12,50€, museum
only visit is 10€. Admission is free on Sunday afternoons for Spanish citizens. Photography
and mobile phones are strictly forbidden inside the Cathedral and Museums.
info@iberiantraveler.com
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Alcázar de Toledo
The former fortress, a Nationalist stronghold and scene of fierce fighting during the Spanish
Civil War, has been completely renovated. Reopened in the spring of 2010, it houses Spain’s
official Military Museum, the Museo del Ejército. Open from 10:00 am to 5:00 am, closed
Wednesdays, including public holiday, January 1 & 6, 1 May 1, December 24, 25 and 31.
Closed Mondays. Free to EU citizens over 65 and those under 18. Free on Sundays, March
29, April 18 May 18, December 6 and Spain’s Armed Forces Day. General admission is 5€.
An audio guide is available in five languages. There is a restaurant and cafeteria in the
museum, open during normal hours.

Museo del Greco
The museum. at Paseo del Tránsito, is open March 1 to October 31 from 9:30 am to 7:30 pm,
and from November 1 to February 28 from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm, and on Sundays and bank
holiday from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Closed on Mondays, January 1 & 6, May 1 and December
24, 25 & 31. General admission is 3€, but free on Saturdays from 2:00 pm, Sundays, April
18, May 18, October 12 and December 6.
Discover the other Grecos near the museum; Iglesia de Santo Tomé, Convento de Santo
Domingo el Antiguo, Catedral, Museo de Santa Cruz, Hospital Tavera and Santuario de la
Caridad.

Museum - Hospital de Santa Cruz
The museum, at Calle Miguel de Cervantes, 3, below the Plaza de Zocodover, is housed in a
16th-century Renaissance building, a former charity hospital conceived by Cardenal Pedro
Gonzálex de Mendoza. Downstairs you’ll find a fine collection of Flemish tapestries. While
upstairs you’ll find a very interesting Ceramics museum displaying beautiful works from all
of Spain’s ceramics producing regions from Talavera to Manises to Catalunya. Open
Monday-Saturday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm and Sundays from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Closed January 1, 6 and 23, May 1 and December 24, 25 and 31. General admission is 4€,
free on Wednesday after 4:00 pm, all day Sunday and on May 18 and 31.

Sephardic Museum and Synagogue
11th-century Toledo was home to the largest population of Jews in Spain. This museum, at
Calle Samuel Leví, sits alongside the 14th-century synagogue, Sinagoga del Tránsito, built
for Peter the Cruel’s treasurer, Samuel Levi, and is Spain’s National Museum of HispanoJewish and Sephardic Art. It houses an impressive collection of artifacts of Jewish culture.
The museum is open March 1 to October 31, Tuesday-Saturday from 9:30 am to 7:30 pm,
and until 6:00 pm during the winter months, and from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm on Sundays
and during festivals. Closed on Mondays, January 1 and 6, May 1, December 24, 25, 31 and
local holidays. Open on Monday, May 18 for the International Museum Day, from 9:30 am
info@iberiantraveler.com
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to 7:30 pm. General admission is 3€. Free on Saturdays after 2:00 pm and all day Sunday.
Audio guides are available in English.

Sinagoga Santa María la Blanca
The 12th-century Moorish-built synagogue, Calle Reyes Católicos, 4, has undergone a
beautiful restoration of its tiny interior and is currently the administration of a community of
cloistered nuns. It, and the Synagogue of the Transit, are the only two that survive of the
twelve original Toledo synagogues. It’s open daily from March 1 to October 15 from 10:00
am to 6:45 pm and from October 16 to February 28 from 10:00 am to 5:45 pm. Entrance is
2,80€. Included in the Tourist Bracelet of Toledo museum package. Closed January 1 and
December 25.

Mezquita de Cristo de la Luz
The tiny square mosque, dating from the early 10th-century (922), is the oldest monument
building in the city, and is open daily March 1 to October 15 from 10:00 am to 6:45 pm,
closing at 5:45 pm during the winter. Closed on Christmas and New Year’s Day and closes at
1:00 pm on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. Tickets are 2,80€, free for children 10 and
younger. Included in the Tourist Bracelet of Toledo museum package. The restaurant El
Cristo de la Luz is next door.

Monasterio de San Juan de los Reyes
The Franciscan monastery-church, at Reyes Católicos, 17, was founded in 1476 by the
Catholic Monarchs and originally designated to be the final resting place of Ferdinand and
Isabella. But the surrender of Granada in 1472 was an event of such magnitude that it
caused the King and Queen to change their burial plans, and the Royal Chapel of Granada
became their mausoleum. The monastery has an elegant Gothic cloister. Open daily from
10:00 am to 6:45 pm, closing at 5:45 pm during the winter. Closed December 25 and
January 1. Closes at noon on December 21, 24 and 31. Entrance fee is 2,80€. Included in
the Tourist Bracelet of Toledo museum package.

Iglesia de Santo Tomé
To view El Greco’s most famous work, the Burial of the Count of Orgaz, you’ll find it on
display covering an entire wall at the diminutive Iglesia de Santo Tomé, but beware of the
heavy tour bus crowds. Best to be at the door upon opening at 10:00 am or a half hour
before closing. Open daily from 10:00 am to 6:45 pm, at 5:45 pm during the winter.
Admission is 2,80€. Included in the Tourist Bracelet of Toledo museum package.

Iglesia de San Román
There is a fascinating mixture of architectural styles found within this church. Here you’ll
find the Museum of Visigothic Art, Museo de los Concilios y Cultura Visigoda, with a
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collection of VI, VII, VIII century artifacts from the former Visigothic kingdom of Toledo.
Open Tuesday to Saturday from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm and 4:00 to 6:30 pm, and Sundays
from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm. General admission is 6€ (valid for the Museum of the Councils,
Visigoth Culture and Museum of Santa Cruz). Admission is free on Wednesdays and
Saturdays afternoons from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm and all day Sunday.

Hospital de Tavera
Also known as the Hospital de San Juan Bautista, it is an important example of Renaissance
architecture in Toledo. El Greco contracted at the start of the 17th-century to paint three
altarpieces for the church of the Hospital Tavera, but never lived to finish his work. The
private museum belonging to the Museo Fundación Duque de Lerma, houses a collection of
earthenware containers and jars from Talavera and Puente del Arzobispo, and also includes
important works by El Greco, Rivera, Berruguete, Tintoretto, and Titian, and is well worth a
visit. Open Monday-Sunday mornings from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm, and Monday to Saturday
afternoons from 3:00 to 6:30 pm. Tickets are 6€ to see the museum, or 4€ for the
courtyards, church and sacristy. Visits to the museum and pharmacy are groups only lasting
45 minutes, beginning at 10:15 am.

Convento de Santo Domingo el Antiguo
Not the most imposing religious site in Toledo, the Mudéjar-style building in the Plaza de
Santo Domingo el Antiguo, which dates from the 6th-century and was rebuilt in the late 11thcentury by Pedro Alcocer, holds the tomb of El Greco, along with important historical
archives. It was also the reason El Greco came to Toledo in 1577 with a commission for nine
paintings. Works here included El Greco’s famous Assumption, which sits over the alter.
Open Monday-Saturday from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm and Monday-Sunday, from 4:00 pm to
7:00 pm. Tickets are 2,50€.

Real Colegio Doncellas Nobles
The Royal College of Noble Maidens was founded in 1551 by the archbishop of Toledo and
cardinal Juan Martínez Silíceo for the education of the young women, and in 1988 became to
be considered one of the best schools of its king in Europe. The building, at Plaza Cardenal
Siliceo, opened its door to the public for the first time in 2015. Open daily from 10:am to
5:45 pm. Admission is 2,80€. Included in the Tourist Bracelet of Toledo museum package.

La Iglesia de los Jesuitas
The largest baroque temple in Toledo, its huge twin towers climbing 50 meters into the sky,
offers you a unique experience, the most spectacular views of the medieval city and the
imposing Cathedral of Toledo. Admission is 2,80€. Included in the Tourist Bracelet of
Toledo museum package.
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Toledo’s City Gates
The Puerta de Bisagra Nueva or new Bisagra Gate, was built in 1559, and is Toledo’s best
known city gate and is the main entrance into the old city. The entrance is flanked by two
large circular and crenellated towers. The smaller 'Bisagra Antigua’, the Old Door of Bisagra
or the Puerta de Alfonso VI, was built in the 10th-century in the time of the Moorish Taifa of
Toledo in Islamic Al-Andalus and is about 50 meters away along the wall your right.
Two other main city gates, Puerta del Sol (of Roman and Islamic origin) and with its castlelike appearance, and Puerta de Alarcones, which can be found in the old city, a few minutes
walk from Puerta de Bisagara, were part of the defensive complex during Islamic rule.
Puerta Bab al-Mardum, or Puerta de Valmardón, a few steps from Puerta del Sol, also dates
from the 10th-century, and leads to the Mosque.
The Puerta del Cambrón, a 15-minute walk from Puerta de Bisagra, was built in the 16thcentury on the site of an old Visigoth gate. It has two gates and four towers and was once
called the “Jew’s Gate”
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The Toledo Skyline
Toledo’s highly dramatic skyline is only visible from outside of town, across the Tagus, so if
you stay inside the city walls, make sure to take a taxi drive or drive yourself up the
Circunvalación ring road to the Parador or other Cigarrales area hotels or restaurants to
enjoy this truly unforgettable view, especially striking at sunset, or in the evening during the
summer.

Toledo At Night
Although most people tour Toledo on a typical day-trip from Madrid, the city’s charms are
best appreciated at night after the hordes of bus tours and day trippers have disappeared and
the hundreds of tourist shops, literally door-to-door, selling swords, damascene ware and
other trinkets have closed. During the day Toledo can easily appear to be a city driven by
and surviving on tourism alone, but at night it becomes much more pleasant, even a magical
place for a stroll along its silent, cobblestone maze of steep, narrow streets inside it’s ancient
walls.
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Toledo City Tours
Toledo Paisajes
There is one private tour company offering reasonably priced city tours that we can
recommend. Must reserve by phone or by email and NOT at the Tourist Office across from
cathedral.

Hop On Hop Off Toledo
The Hop On Hop Off bus stops at the Alcázar, the Mirador el Valle and Puente de San
Martín, the medieval bridge crossing the Tagus river, 3 of its 10 stops. The other stops
included Puerta de Bisagra, Hospital de Tavera, the Estación AVE, great if you are taking the
train. The sightseeing bus operates daily from 9:30 am to 8:00 pm. Prices start at 18,50€.
Ticket is good for 1 day, 24 hours.

Toledo Train Vision
You can take the open-air tourist Choo-Choo, the Toledo Train Vision, also know as the
Zocotren, departs from the Plaza de Zocodover for a 45-minute ride to the cities major
monuments. It’s not the best and the reviews are only so-so, but it’s an easy way to see some
of the highlights, and a break from walking and the heat if you’re in Toledo during the
summer. Tickets are often oversold during the summer, so beware.

Museum Card
La Pulsera Turística de Toledo, the Tourist Bracelet of Toledo, allows unlimited access to the
Real Colegio Doncellas Nobles, the Royal School of Noble Maidens, Iglesia de los Jesuitas,
Church of the Jesuits, San Juan de los Reyes, Cristo de la Luz, the ancient mosque of the
Christ of Light, Santo Tomé, where you will find the work culmen del Greco "El Burial of the
Lord of Orgaz “, Iglesia del Salvador, the Church of the Savior, and the old synagogue of
Santa María la Blanca. The bracelet can be purchased at any of the seven monuments in the
group for 9€, and is valid until removed from your wrist.
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Shopping in Toledo
Mazapanes
If you’re a lover of marzipan, head straight to Mazapanes Santo Tomé at Calle Santo Tomé, 3
(since 1856), the principal artery running along the tourist path in the Judería, or former
Jewish quarter. Just look for the gigantic marzipan cathedral in the store window! You’ll
find another branch at Plaza de Zocodover, 7.

Damascene Ware
About the ubiquitous damascene (damasquinado) ware, which is hammered black steel with
gold inlay, done in jewelry, pill boxes, swords and any number of trinkets, I’m just no longer
a fan due to sheer overkill of shops (at least 24) and hard sell of shopkeepers hawking it. But
if this typical Toledana ware strikes your fancy, be sure to purchase it at a shop displaying
the official seal of authenticity. Your first stop should be at Damasquinados Suarez at Paseo
Circo Romano, 8. Simón Artesanía is another trustworthy shop, whose artisan-owner has
been featured in articles in leading Spanish travel magazines, can be found at Plaza San
Vicente, 1.
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Toledo Steel
Bermejo, the oldest manufacture of swords in Toledo can be found at Espadas y Sables de
Toledo, S.L. on the highway outside of Toledo at Ctra. Madrid Toledo, Km 61.(Olías del Rey).

Hand Embroidered Linens
For lovely hand embroidered linens (placemats, tablecloths, napkins, pillow covers) from the
village of Lagartera in the Toledo province, you’ll find this reputable shop Bordados Velasco,
at Calle Alfonso X el Sabio, 4, in the historic quarter. If you’re looking for the famous
Lagarteran Manila shawl, hand embroidered in natural silk, the third generation Artesanía
Nava has a shop at Calle Hombre de Palo, 11, a couple of minutes walk from the Cathedral.

Ceramics
For handsome ceramics from the villages of Puente El Arzobispo and Talavera de la Reina,
go to Pincel y Barro Cerámica Artística at Calle del Real Arrabal, 20, below and on the
opposite side of Hotel Abad, near the Bisagra Gate. For high quality reproductions of
original Toledo ceramics, you can visit the shop of J. Serrano, 5th generation craftsmen, at
Calle San Juan de Dios, 1, between the church of Saint Tomé and the House of El Greco.
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Dining in Toledo
Restaurants
Alfileritos 24
A casual yet sophisticated dining spot located blissfully away from the tourist hordes at Calle
Alfileritos, 24, and a favorite of local business types, it is housed in an ancient 14th-century
Toledo building with central atrium on several floors. The ground floor space serves as a
tapas bar/tavern, serving a Monday-Friday bargain priced snack menu, Pica Pica, for
15,50€, while the more formal and quite stylish dining rooms are found upstairs. There is a
degustacion menu for 4o,50€, and a child’s menu for 12€. Several dishes are gluten-free and
vegetarian friendly. The restaurant and tavern are open daily from 10:00 am until midnight.
Tel: (+34) 925 239 625

La Mar Salá
This small restaurant specializing in seafood and shellfish is located at Calle Honda, 9, near
the Puerta de Bisagra and the escalators leading to the historic quarter. Open MondaySaturday for lunch from noon to 4:30 pm and Thursday-Saturday for dinner from 8:30 to
11:30 pm. There’s a degustation menu in 2019 for only 35€, VAT included. Recommended
in the Repsol Guide for 2019.
Tel: (+34) 925 254 785

Restaurante Adolfo
This internationally recognized classic restaurant with 2 Repsol suns, located at Hombre de
Palo, 7, next to the Cathedral, in the historic center of Toledo, was founded by chef Adolfo
Muñoz and his wife Julita García,. Closed Sunday nights.
Tel: (+34) 925 227 321
info@iberiantraveler.com
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El Carmen de Montesión
Located a few minutes west of Toledo at Calle Montesión, 107, the restaurant, under the
direction of Iván Cerdeño, specializes in seasonal wild game, including hare, liebre a la
royale, and partridge, perdiz a la toledana. Received one Michelin star and one Repsol sun
for 2019. Open for lunch Tuesday-Sunday from 1:30 to 4:00 pm and for dinner on Friday
and Saturday from 9:00 to 11:00 pm.
Tel: (+34) 925 223 674

Venta de Aires
This traditional restaurant in the center of Toledo, at Paseo Circo Romano, 35, has been a
meeting place for hunters and gourmands for 128 years (1891) and is the oldest restaurant in
Castilla-La Mancha. Chef Ignacio Díaz de la Cuerda offers an excellent 3-course 22€ menu
del dia. Open daily from 1:30 pm to 11:30 pm. Recommended in the Repsol Guide for 2019.
Tel: (+34) 925 220 545

Dehesa De Majazul - La Perdiz
This wine bar/gourmet shop/casual dining venue, at Reyes Católicos, 7, lies within close
proximity of the Cathedral, and a few minutes walk from the Museo del Greco. There is also
a delicatessen where visitors can shop for gourmet gifts such as artesian cheese, honey, olive
oils and wine. Belongs to the Grupo Majazul. Open from 9:00 am to midnight. Closed
Sunday nights and Monday.
Tel: (+34) 925 229 905 / 626 685 171

Los Cuatro Tiempos Restaurante
This popular spot in a 16th-century building at Calle Sixto Ramón Parro, 5, serves a good
value menú del día at 19€. Open daily for lunch from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm and for dinner
Monday-Saturday from 8:30 to 11:00 pm.
Tel: (+34) 925 223 782

Restaurante La Ermita
A NY Times article by Dale Fuchs recommended this restaurant for cliff side dining in the
storehouse of a 15th century sanctuary but with modern decor. It’s found on the Carretera de
Circunvalación on the road leading up to the Parador. The ‘10 Gourmetour guide gives it a
6.5/10 rating and praises its well-chosen wine list. Specialties include black rice with baby
clams and artichokes, venison medallions served with a teriyaki sauce, puff pastry cones
filled with cream cheese and ice cream. Open for lunch from 1:30 to 5:30 and for dinner
from 8:45 to 12:30. Kitchen closes at 11:00. Closed Sunday night and all day Monday.
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Tel: (+34) 925 253 193

La Orza
Located in the heart of the Jewish Quarter, next to the Iglesia de Santo Tomé, at Calle
Descalzos, 5, it’s just steps away from the El Greco Museum. Serving traditional and modern
cuisine including lomo de orza, pork tenderloin. Open daily for lunch from 1:30 to 4:00 pm
and for dinner from 8:30 to 10:30 pm, Monday-Saturday. Closed Sunday evening.
Tel: (+34) 925 223 011

Maruxiña
This restaurant/lounge can be found at Travesía de los Descalzos, 1, a few minutes walk from
the Museo del Greco. Great for lunch or dinner, or stop by for cocktails in the evening in the
lounge or on the terrace.
Tel: (+34) 925 251 666

Tapas and Wine Bars
Taberna Botero
Calle Ciudad, 5, behind the Town Hall (Ayuntamiento), this lively and informal tavern is a
good option for a wine and small plates dinner.
Tel: (+34) 925 280 967

Bar Trébol
Located just steps from Plaza de Zocodover at Called Santa Fe, 1, has one of the loveliest
terraces in Toledo. Offers a tapas menu for 18€.
Tel: (+34) 925 281 297

Bar Ludueña
Plaza de la Magdalena, 10, is open daily from 10:30 to 4:30 and from 8:00 to 11:30.
Normally very busy with locals.
Tel: (+34) 925 280 967

Taberna Embrujo
This popular tapas bar can be found at Calle Sta. Leocadia, 6. They are open Monday-Friday
from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm and in the evening from 7:00 to 1:30 am. Opens on Saturdays at
11:00 am. Closed Sundays. Enjoy the terrace in the evening with the locals.
Tel: (+34) 925 210 706
info@iberiantraveler.com
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Overnighting in Toledo
For first time visitors, to appreciate the charms of the city, I highly recommend a stay in one
of it’s highly atmospheric inns inside its ancient walls.

Hotel San Juan de los Reyes
Located in the center of Toledo, in the old quarter, Judería Mayor, next to the Monastery of
San Juan de los Reyes at Calle Reyes Católicos, 5, this 19th-century offers, comfortable
rooms, including a family room, 24-hour reception and private parking (18,50€/day) and is
only a few minutes walk from the Museo el Greco. The top-rated restaurant, La Fábrica de
Harinas, offers traditional cuisine.
Tel: (+34) 925 283 535

Hotel Santa Isabel
This 42-room inn is a very affordable budget option located on a quiet side street in the
center of the historic quarter at Calle Santa Isabel, 24, close to the Cathedral. A former noble
house, it’s housed in a 15th-century building with roof terrace boasting a lovely panoramic
view. Some of the superior double rooms and balconies and some of the rooms are large
enough to accommodate a family of four. The simply decorated rooms come equipped with
A/C, TV and en-suite bathrooms with shower. There is an elevator, complimentary Wi-Fi in
the lobby and 24-hour reception.
Tel: (+34) 925 253 136

Hacienda del Cardenal
This former 18th-century archbishops’ mansion in pale brick, is located at Paseo de
Recaredo, 24, tucked into the city’s thick, fortified walls right at the Bisagra gate. It’s
romantic and quiet, filled with beautiful antiques and ceramics. Its sitting rooms and guest
rooms, below wood beamed ceilings, have simple, traditional hand-carved Castilian
furniture, wrought iron lamps and tiled floors. The modern baths are decorated with handpainted blue tiles. There are lots of nooks and crannies in which to sit, and the fountain
filled Moorish gardens are very inviting. Since access to the 27-room, 3-star hotel is through
three tiers of gardens, up several flights of steps, I don’t recommend it for the elderly or
those traveling with smaller children. The hotel is not equipped with an elevator. The
hotel’s adjacent restaurant serves its legendary specialties of roast lamb and roast suckling
pig plus the signature Toledoan dish of roast partridge (perdiz estofado). It’s particularly
pleasant for summer night dining on the lovely “chill-out” terrace surrounded by the walled
garden and fountains.
Tel: (+34) 925 224 900

info@iberiantraveler.com

Maribel’s Guides ©

Page 15

Palacio Eugenia de Montijo
For those who wish to splurge, I suggest the elegant 5-star Palacio Eugenia de Montijo at
Plaza Juego de Pelota, 7. It’s now a Marriott Autograph Collection and the most luxurious
lodging within the city walls. It has 40 rather plush rooms with handmade carpets and
antique furnishings plus large marble baths, a lovely and tranquil atrium lobby with
beautiful dome, a spa with hammam and a well-regarded gourmet restaurant, Belvís, a
member of the prestigious Adolfo group. Wi-Fi is complimentary. There’s easy access to the
hotel from the ring road and a handy public garage just around the corner has a special rate
for guests. There are a few parking spots available in front of the hotel entrance, in a tiny
public lot, but they usually fill by 10:00 am. Guests must then park in the underground
public lot just below the hotel on the right side of the Paseo going down the hill.
For easy access up to the main tourist sites, one can take the escalator across the way from
the underground lot, built into the Arab walls. Look for the yellow sign indicating “remonte
mecánico”. Breakfast at the Cardenal is buffet and rather ordinary. The hotel has 18
doubles, 3 singles, 6 triples and 2 suites with sitting room and private terrace-great for
honeymooners.
Tel: (+34) 925 274 690

Hotel Pintor El Greco
The comfortable and cozy inn with its own restaurant is at Alamillos del Tránsito, 13, in the
very heart of the Jewish quarter, steps away from the House-Museum of El Greco and within
easy walking distance of the city’s monumental treasures. The renovated rooms are in a
traditional country style, with modern, minimalist decor. Good for families. Pets are
welcomed (maximum 25 kg.), upon request. Parking is available at the hotel.
Tel: (+34) 925 285 191

Hotel Botique Adolfo
This new 9-room boutique property is located above the classic Restaurante Adolfo in Plaza
de Zocodover at Hombre de Palo, 7, next to the Cathedral. It combines contemporary design
with state-of-the-art facilities. The 2-room suites are large at 40 sq meters. Fantastic views.
Tel: (+34) 925 252 919

Hotel Abad Toledo
The small 3-star hotel, a member of Rusticae, is at Real del Arrabal, 1, offers comfortable
rooms, plus three apartments next to Puerta del Sol. Parking is available.
Tel: (+34) 925 283 500
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Staying Outside Toledo
Parador de Toledo
For repeat visitors with a car or a family with small children not wishing to spend the entire
day pounding the well trodden tourist trail, I have often recommended the Parador de
Toledo, with outdoor pool (seasonal). Located just outside of Toledo, in the Cigarrales zone
(a cigarral meaning a summer residence of 17th century aristocrats), atop the Cerro del
Emperador hill, across the Tagus River from the city. From this vantage point, one can enjoy
perfect photo ops of the entire city, which is encircled by the river. The view from the
Parador is simply priceless, Toledo looking even more dramatic and compelling from this
angle where sunrises and sunsets are magical. The only disadvantage of staying at the
Parador is the additional cost of taxi fare to and from the city. You will be getting back and
forth by taxi, but the Parador offers a shuttle, with limited runs, it just that the hours are not
all that handy for sightseeing.
Tel: (+34) 925 221 850
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AC Hotel Ciudad de Toledo
This contemporary style business class hotel (46 rooms, 3 suites), now part of the Marriott
Brand, serves as an excellent alternative to the Parador, but without the pool, for those
passing through by car (free on-site parking) and wishing the peace and quiet of a location in
the country. It also lies on the ring road, but closer to the city, with a city bus stop right
outside the door. The bus runs by every hour and the ride takes a short 10 minutes. Taxi
fare to and from the city is slightly lower here due to the closer proximity to the city gates.
The AC enjoys the same fantastic panoramic views of the city as well. Rooms come equipped
with the usual AC features of very comfortable beds, plenty of pillows, sparkling clean baths,
powerful hair dryers and powerful a/c. The superior rooms offer bathrobes and slippers.
Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the hotel. Not all rooms have terraces with splendid
views, so be sure to upgrade to a room with a view. Can be booked with Marriott points.
Tel: (+34) 925 285 125

Eurostars Palacio Buenavista
If you’re looking for 5-star luxury with a view, you might consider this 102-room luxury
property just outside the city with lovely views of the city from afar. The hotel offers all the
usual amenities in a completely refurbished 16th-century palace and offers shuttle service
three times daily to pick guests up at the train station and to take them into the city for
touring. The very ample sized, plush guest rooms have all the creature comforts, including
king beds, a sofa, work desk, 32-inch flat screen TV, Wi-Fi, iron and ironing board, coffee
maker, nightly turndown service. The opulent marble baths have separate shower stall with
rain head, and bathrobes and slippers are provided in the deluxe rooms. There is a full
service spa with up to date exercise equipment, treatment rooms, and hydrotherapy pool as
well as a kids’ club. The outdoor pool is seasonal, open from late June to mid-September.
Dining options included the formal Quixote Restaurant offering traditional regional cuisine,
a poolside Tajo river terrace, a more casual Toledana bar and restaurant that serves casual
fare and the free buffet breakfast. Parking is an additional 10€/day.
Tel (+34) 925 289 800
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Getting To Toledo
Arriving by Train
From Puerta de Atocha station, you take the high-speed AVANT for the bargain price of
13,90€ one-way, or 11,10€ each way with a round-trip ticket. You can check the departure
schedule and purchase your ticket online at renfe.com at least a few days in advance, as the
route can be busy with in the morning with commuters and others, and often sell out early.
You might be sorely disappointed if you wait until the morning of your trip to purchase
tickets. If you have problems purchasing tickets online at Renfe, then you can use Petrabax,
the official representative in North America.
There is only one class of service on the AVANT trains, tourist, and four cars on each train,
carrying a total of 232 passengers. For a full days tour we suggest that you depart on the
9:20 am AVANT 08292 so that you will reach the city before the monuments open at 10:00
am and return on the AVANT 08173, departing at 6:25 pm, getting you back to Madrid
before 7:00 pm.
The city bus or a taxi can take you from the Toledo station, a beautiful Neo-mudéjar
structure dating from 1920, and will take you up through the Puerta de Bisagra gate to the
Plaza de Zocodover, the main square and heart of this World Heritage City, to start your day
of touring. On the square you’ll find a handy tourist office, the Casa del Mapa, where you can
pick up maps and brochures of Castilla-La Mancha. It opens at 10:00 am. There is also an
information booth at the Toledo train station, a tourist office on the Town Hall Square facing
the cathedral and another across from the main entrance gate, Puerta de Bisagra.

Driving from Madrid
For those arriving in Toledo by car from Madrid on the toll road, AP-41, when reaching
traffic circle where you will see a branch of the Toledo Tourist Bureau on the square in the
park, take a right turn onto the Calle Alfonso VI which will become Paseo de Recaredo, drive
past the Bisagra Gate and Hostal del Cardenal entrance on your left. A short distance further
down, on your right, you’ll find an underground parking garage-just follow the blue P signs.
Across the street from the garage entrance you’ll see signs for the escalator, remonte
mecánico, that will zip you up to the historic quarter to begin your touring, avoiding a long,
strenuous uphill walk.
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Excursions From Toledo
The Windmills of Consuegra
If you’re planning on spending a few days in Toledo, then why not do a day trip to see the
famous windmills of Castilla-La Mancha in the medieval village of Consuegra, just southeast
of the city. If you do not have a car, there is regular daily bus service between Toledo and
Consuegra on the Sarma bus (lines 11, 12, 22 & 23). Round-trip tickets are 9,36€. The first
departure is 9:15 am, Monday-Friday. Check the Saturday and Sunday schedules at: Grupo
Samar Coaches. Part of the fortress castle, dating from the 13th-century, is now open to
visitors.

The Man from La Mancha
2015 was the 400th anniversary of the publication of the second volume of Cervantes’ tale of
Don Quixote “El Ingenioso Hidalgo Don Quijote de la Mancha”. Available at Amazon.
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Wine Touring from Toledo
If you are spending a few days in the city, and are interested in wine, then you can arrange to
visit the following bodegas in the surrounding countryside.

Bodega Finca Loranque
This 500 hectare wine estate, dating from the 18th-century, is located within a 30-minute
drive north of the city, just to the west of the village of Bargas. Wine was first produced on
the land in the 11th century. Visits, for a maximum of 10 people, are available Monday
through Saturday by appointment only, and include a tasting of 3 wines. A wine tasting
course, lasting 1-1/2 hours, is available for a maximum of 6 people.
Tel: (+34) 925 590 316 / 667 784 234

Finca Dominio de Valdepusa
This beautiful estate, considered one of the most important in the region, is located about an
hour’s drive west of Toledo, a few minutes south of Malpica del Tajo, in the Pusa River
Valley, for which the estate is named. It has been in the Marqués de Griñón’s family since
the end of the 13th century, and first opened its doors to the public in 2009. Contact them to
arrange a tour of the winery and estate, and enjoy a gastronomic lunch.
Tel: (+34) 925 597 222

Finca Constancia
The avant-garde, cutting edge winery, in the rolling landscape of Otero, 30 minutes drive
west of Toledo, is part of the González Byass’ experience in winemaking. This new winery
and vineyard, designed by Architect Gonzalo Tello to be integrated into the landscape,
similar to a traditional Bordeaux Château, opened to the public in May 2006. The cellar
houses 1200 oak barrels, comprised on nearly 50% American oak and 50% French, on five
levels. Tours (1-1/2 hours) and tastings, and a walk through the vineyards, are available
Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm by reservation only.
Tel: (+34) 607 265 690

Bodegas y Viñedos Martúe
About an hour’s drive to the east you’ll find this beautiful “hacienda” style, wine estate in La
Guardia de Toledo. The dream of Fausto González, La Finca Campo Martuela was first
planted in 1990. The winery was finished in 2002, in time for its first harvest. Martúe is one
of the most exciting wines to have emerged from wine region of La Mancha. Open for visits
Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm. Reservations required.
Tel: (+34) 925 123 333
info@iberiantraveler.com
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Travel Planning
Exclusive Travel Planning Services by Iberian Traveler & Maribel's Guides. Contact Maribel
to arrange a custom itinerary for your trip to Spain, Portugal, Paris or southwest France.
Travel planning services are fee based, depending on the length of your stay. The fee
includes the preparation of a customized, day-to-day itinerary based on the client’s specific
interests/travel style/budget, customized sightseeing, dining and shopping guides for each
destination, booking of all accommodations, making restaurant reservations, securing of
performing arts tickets (theater/opera/ballet/flamenco), setting up winery visits, cooking
classes, personal guide services or special day tours, car rentals and consultation by email or
phone.
USA Tel/Mobile: (206) 861-9008
Email: info@iberiantraveler.com
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